
Dear Colleagues, 
  
Below is information on: 
*  our 2020 Multicenter Merkel Interest Group Meeting (March 20th in Denver)  
*  five MCC clinical trials in the US, Europe & Australia 
 
A concise list of topics is below, followed by full details regarding each topic at the bottom.  
Please feel free to forward this to others who may be interested in the meeting or clinical trials. 
 
Sincerely, 
Paul Nghiem 
pnghiem@uw.edu 
------  
 
 
OVERVIEW OF MCC UPDATES 
 

Annual Multicenter Merkel Interest Group Meeting at the AAD in Denver, CO.  
Date and Time: Friday, March 20th, 2020 at 5-7 PM MST  
https://merkelcell.org/about-us/mmig/ 
 
 
ACTIVE TRIALS IN MCC: 
 

1. Metastatic MCC refractory to PD-1 axis blockade:  
The “ATTAC-MCC” Trial led by Dr. Joshua Veatch (attacmcc@fredhutch.org) in Seattle, WA 
 

2. Adjuvant avelumab therapy in high-risk MCC:  
The “ADAM” Trial led by Dr. Shailender Bhatia (sbhatia@uw.edu) in Seattle, WA 
 

3. Adjuvant pembrolizumab treatment in surgically treated MCC: the “STAMP” Trial led by Dr. Brian 
Gastman (gastmab@ccf.org) in Cleveland, OH  
 

4. Adjuvant nivolumab in MCC: the “ADMEC-O” Trial led by Dr. Jürgen C. Becker (j.becker@dkfz.de) in 
Germany 
 

5. Adjuvant avelumab therapy in MCC: the “IMAT trial” led by Dr. Wen Xu (wen.xu@health.qld.gov.au) 
in Australia 
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DETAILS on each topic 
 

15th Annual Multicenter Merkel Interest Group Meeting at the AAD (in Denver, CO)  
Date and Time: Friday, March 20th, 2020 at 5-7 PM MST 
Location: Hyatt Regency Denver (Room: “Mineral Hall C”) 
(no meeting registration required to attend; refreshments & tapas snacks included; meeting 
summary will be sent out afterwards). GoToMeeting teleconferencing will be available. 
Speakers & Topics (target 10 min presentations + 5 min discussions): 
 
Steve Lu (Johns Hopkins):  
Multiplex-IHC in MCC: can we predict who will respond to immunotherapy? 
 
Tomoko Akaike, MD (University of Washington):  
Immunotherapy for advanced MCC patients with kidney allograft: Which factors correlate with 
clinical benefit?  
 
Suzanne Topalian, MD (Johns Hopkins):  
Neoadjuvant immunotherapy in MCC: Where are we headed? 
 
Yassi Moshiri (University of Washington):  
Immunotherapy responders: What predicts long term control? 
 
We have one open slot for a speaker to address a translational topic in MCC.  
Please send an email to pnghiem@uw.edu if you are interested in giving a 10-15 min talk. 

 
 
 
FIVE ACTIVE TRIALS IN MCC 
 

1. ATTAC-MCC Trial led by Dr. Joshua Veatch: ATTAC-MCC trial (Autologous CD8+ and 
CD4+ Transgenic T cells expressing high affinity MCPyV-specific TCRs combined with Avelumab 
and Class I MHC -upregulation in patients with metastatic MCC refractory to PD-1 axis blockade) for 
Merkel Cell Carcinoma Patients.  In this trial we obtain T cells from the patient’s blood and re-
engineer them (using a high affinity transgenic T cell receptor) to target virus-positive MCC. We 
combine this treatment with a single radiation treatment (to upregulate class I MHC) and the PD-L1 
inhibitor avelumab. We hope that this will help patients who have not responded or have stopped 
responding to PD-1 and PD-L1 inhibitors. We have treated our first patient and are seeking 
additional patients who might be interested. In order to be eligible, patients need to have MCC that 
is positive for the Merkel Cell virus (as measured by the AMERK blood test) and need to have the 
HLA type A0201 which is present in about half of Caucasian persons.  Both of these screening tests 
can be run without the patient needing to come to Seattle.  Patients who enter the trial will need to 
be in Seattle for 1-2 months, and after that they can return home to continue treatment with their 
home oncologist. The trial is led by Dr. Josh Veatch (attacmcc@fredhutch.org). 
https://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/show/NCT03747484  
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2. ADAM Trial led by Dr. Shailender Bhatia (sbhatia@uw.edu): “Adjuvant Avelumab in MCC”. This 
multi-center, randomized placebo-controlled phase III trial studies how well avelumab (anti PDL1) 
works in treating patients with Merkel cell cancer that has spread to the lymph nodes and who have 
undergone surgery with or without radiation therapy. Patients need to have clinically node-positive 
MCC and be amenable to definitive therapy with surgery +/- RT.  
https://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/show/NCT03271372?cond=Merkel+Cell+Carcinoma&draw=3&rank=19 
 
3. STAMP Trial led by Dr. Brian Gastman (gastmab@ccf.org): For patients who have resectable 
disease, there is ample evidence that risk of recurrence can be significant, in fact more significant 
than similarly staged melanoma for which there are multiple FDA approvals for use of post-
operative (aka adjuvant) immunotherapy.  To be scientifically rigorous, two large national 
cooperative groups (ECOG and SWOG) developed a large (phase III) trial where patients with higher 
risk stage I and all Stage II and III's who undergo surgery can then be randomized to receive 1 year of 
pembrolizumab or to standard of care, which is just observation.  Patients can receive radiotherapy 
at the discretion of their treating physicians.  Our trial is coined Surgically Treated Merkel cell 
carcinoma with Adjuvant Pembrolizumab or The STAMP trial.  
https://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/show/NCT03712605 
 
4. ADMEC-O Trial led by Dr. Jürgen C. Becker in Europe (j.becker@dkfz.de): Initial data for 
melanoma has demonstrated that neoadjuvant treatment with the anti-PD-1 antibody nivolumab 
not only induces regression of tumor lesions, but also seems to reduce the risk of recurrences. Since 
it has been demonstrated that adjuvant therapy by immune checkpoint inhibition improves the 
prognosis in melanoma, the DeCOG (Dermatologic Cooperative Oncology Group) initiated a 
randomized trial testing nivolumab as adjuvant therapy for MCC: ADMEC-O - Prospective 
randomized trial of an adjuvant therapy of completely resected Merkel Cell Carcinoma (MCC) with 
the immune checkpoint blocking antibody nivolumab, Opdivo) versus observation (CA184-205; 
EudraCT2013-000043-78). In order to be eligible, patients need to have their primary or metastatic 
MCC completely removed (NED) and should be registered within 3 months after the definitive 
resection. The trial is open in 20 centers in Germany and the Netherlands. Patients will be 
randomized in a 2 to 1 ratio to receive nivolumab at a fixed dose of 480 mg by IV infusion every 4 
weeks for up to one year or observation. 
https://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/show/NCT02196961?term=nivolumab&cond=Merkel+Cell+Carcinoma&
draw=2&rank=1     
 
5. IMAT trial, led by Dr. Wen Xu in Australia: (wen.xu@health.qld.gov.au): Immunotherapy Merkel 
Adjuvant Trial (IMAT), a randomized placebo-controlled phase II trial of 6 months of adjuvant 
Avelumab vs. Placebo in stage I-III MCC. Relapse rates for early stage MCC treated with definitive 
surgery and/or radiotherapy are frustratingly high. While anti-PD1/PDL1 agents have rapidly 
become the standard of care in advanced MCC, their efficacy in the adjuvant setting remains 
unknown. The Australian MCC population has a unique biology compared with the Northern 
Hemisphere, being predominantly MCPyV negative, with a UV signature and high tumor mutational 
burden. Our IMAT trial aims to recruit high risk stage I, stage II and stage III MCC across Australia and 
randomize them to 6 months of adjuvant avelumab vs placebo, post definitive treatment of their 
primary and nodal disease with either surgery, radiation or a combination of both. For patients 
receiving adjuvant or definitive radiotherapy, which is commonly done in Australia, our study will 
also explore the safety and potential synergy of concurrent radiotherapy with avelumab. This trial 
will open early 2020. 
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